




Because of the LORD'S great love 
Weare not consumed, 

For His compassions never faiL 
They are new every morning; 

Great is Your faithfulness. 
Lamentations 3:22-23 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
During the month of August, in our Daily Walk Bible study program we have been 
reading the book of the Prophet Jeremiah and the other book of the Bible attributed 
to him, Lamentations. Sometimes through sermons, sometimes through silence, 
sometimes through dramatic symbolic object lessons, the prophet Jeremiah delivers 
the Word of the LORD --- confronting the people of Judah with the deadly 
consequences of their disobedience. 

His selIDons are ignored by some and burned by others. His character is attacked and 
smeared and his motives are questioned by the official Temple hierarchy. Finally, 
Jeremiah is thrown into a muddy cistern - left to die, where he sinks to an all-time 
low (literally and figuratively). But through it all, GOD is still at work through His 
chosen messenger. 

When Jerusalem falls to the Babylonian onslaught, Jeremiah is freed and carried to 
Egypt. There he declares the future fortunes and misfortunes of Judah and her pagan 
neighbors. Though the present is grim, the future still brims with hope if you know 
where to look (Jeremiah 52:31-34). 

The book of Lamentations is Jeremiah's "diary of disaster," penned as he watches 
calamity befall his beloved Jerusalem. You can almost imagine the pages of this 
book of your Bible soaked with Jeremiah's tears. But in the midst of Jeremiah's grief 
(Lamentations 3:22-23), he proclaims a truth so powerful, it has become the theme of 
one of the best-loved hymns of all time: "Great Is Thy Faithfulness." 

It is that great promise, that though governments rise and fall; and 
economies crumble; and even spiritual leaders disappoint us; still the 
LORD'S mercies never fail! 

Certainly, Jeremiah knew personally what it meant to experience the very depths of 
deep darkness. No doubt, you too will also experience such times of total darkness in 
your own life. It is the absence of any glimmer of light. 
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Metaphorically, the people of God were experiencing total darkness in Jeremiah 52 
as they faced the Babylonian onslaught. After all, consider this: 

• There was not a crust of bread left in the city (v.6). 
• The city's defenses were in shambles (v.7). 
• The army had all gone AWOL (v.7). 
• The king's family was slaughtered before his eyes. Then his eyes were 

gouged out, and he was deported in chains to a distant prison (vv.IO-II). 
• The temple, city walls, and chief buildings were burned down (vv.13-I4). 
• The king's entire "cabinet" was taken prisoner and executed (vv.24-27). 
• Thousands of Jews were taken captive to a distant land (vv.27-30). 

These were dark days for the people of God, to be sure. But don't miss the final four 
verses of the book of Jeremiah. Deliberately, the LORD, through his prophet, leaves 
them with a surprising sign of Hope. In Jeremiah 52: 31-34 you will discover God's 
light in the darkness - His sign of encouragement in the midst of horror. Though the 
king of Babylon (a man so evil his very name reflects it) King Evil-Merodach had 
absolutely NO earthly reason to do so, the king of Babylon shows kindness and 
courtesy to the exiled king of Judah. Why? Because God was not finished with his 
people. The LORD knew that His people needed a sign of Hope and a Promise of a 
Future. 

When your health is frail, when your financial prospects are bleak, when your family 
and friends are far away, when your job is uncertain, when tomorrow looks no 
brighter than today, when governments and other human institutions fail us, it is 
easy to be overwhelmed by the darkness. 

But the Light of Christ still shines in the darkness. God will not abandon His people. 
He is faithful to His Holy Word and all who will but turn to Him. 

Take a moment to bask in the light of Psalm 27:1. There you will discover that 
darkness is no match for Christ - The Light of your life, the One in whom there is no 
darkness at all (I John 1:5). 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; 
Whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 
Of whom shall I be afraid? 

May the Light and Peace of Christ Dwell in You Richly! 

In Christ's Love, 
Pastor Paul 






































































